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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 

     7 – 8-е классы                                             

 

Participant’s ID number 

         

 

LISTENING 

TIME: 15 MIN.  

 

Task 1.  Look at the pictures. Do you know these people?  

1 – Marie Curie 2 - Tanni Grey Thomson      3 – Pele     4 – Albert Einstein 

 

Task 2. Listen to the information about their life and work. Complete each summary with  

ONE WORD or NUMBER according to what you hear. You will hear the recording TWICE. 

 

Marie Sklodowska Curie’s  family had lost all their money,  

so Marie worked as a (1)___ to help her sister go to 

medical school. Marie fell in love with her employer’s 

(2)___ but they were not allowed to (3) ___. She moved to 

Paris where she studied physics, mathematics and (4) ___.  

She married Pierre Curie in 1895 and they discovered 

radium together. She won the Nobel Prize in 1903 and (5)_  

 As a child, Baroness Tanni Grey Thompson enjoyed a 

variety of sports, including swimming, archery and 

horse-riding. She entered her first wheelchair race 

aged (6) __. Two years later she won a national event. 

She won her first Paralympic medal in (7) __ but had 

to stop racing because she needed surgery on her (8) _. 

She returned to racing and won (9) __ gold medals in 

total.   
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 Pele was born into a poor family in Minas Gerais, 

Brazil. He started work aged (10) __ as a shoe 

shine boy. He was so poor that he couldn’t 

afford a proper football and used to play with a 

grapefruit or an old (11) __ stuffed with 

newspaper. Against the (12) __, he became one 

of the greatest footballers of all time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert Einstein is widely considered to be a 

(13)__,  but he did not speak well until six or 

seven, and one of his teachers thought that he 

would never be (14) __. Despite this, Einstein 

went on to publish more than (15) __ scientific 

works, including his theories of relativity. 

 

 

Albert Einstein 

 

 

 

 

 

You now have 20 seconds to complete your task. 

This is the end of the listening task. 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 

    7 – 8-е классы                                             

 

Participant’s ID number 

         
 

 

 READING 

TIME: 45 MIN. 

I. Read the texts of announcements and signs (1 – 5).  What does each text say? 

Choose the correct answer A, B or C.  

1 2 3 4 5 

     
 

1 

FOR SALE! 

FOOTBALL BOOTS 

Size 42 

NEVER WORN! 

25 euros or nearest offer 

See Jack - Classroom 15B 

A. Jack’s football boots are probably not in a 

good condition. 

B. Jack may be prepared to accept less than 25 

euros for his boots. 

C. Jack is keen to obtain some new football 

boots in size 42. 

 

2 

ART ROOM 

No classes here for students  

until further notice – 

workmen are painting the room 

 

A. See the noticeboard nearby for details about 

the art classes. 

B. Students should only go into this room if they 

wish to do some painting. 

C. Classes will not be held in here until the 

painting is finished. 
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3 

Hi Jane, 

 

About the school party – can we 

invite friends who aren’t pupils 

there? Maybe there’ll be too 

many people - but my friend 

Toni would love to come! 

Sarah 

Sarah is asking whether Jane 

A. is bringing any friends to the party with her. 

B. knows how big the party is going to be. 

C. thinks anyone from outside school can attend 

the party. 

 

4 

NOTE TO  

SWIMMING TEACHERS 

Swimmers in your classes will 

be asked to leave this public 

pool if they run along the side or 

jump in. 

A. Swimmers may only practise jumping into 

the pool if they are with a teacher. 

B. Swimmers who break the rules may not 

continue the class with their teacher. 

C. Swimmers and their teachers must only use 

this side of the pool for classes. 

 

 

5 

SPECIAL OFFER 

TWO MEALS FOR THE 

PRICE OF ONE 

- BURGER, FRIES AND 

DRINK! 

A. It’s as cheap for two people to eat here as for 

one. 

B. Two people can choose whatever they want to 

eat and still pay less. 

C. Special meals are twice the normal size. 
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II. The teenagers below all want to visit a sea life centre. On the opposite page there 

are descriptions of eight sea life centres. Decide which sea life centre would be the 

most suitable for the following people. For questions 6 – 10, mark the correct letter 

(A – H) on your answer sheet. There are THREE EXTRA letters you do not need to 

use.  

 

6 7 8 9 10 

     
 

 

6 

Maria is studying sea creatures that 

are disappearing due to 

environmental changes, and wants 

to attend a talk about them. She’s 

also interested in learning about 

what’s living on the beaches nearby. 

 

 

 

7 

Cameron’s art project is on colourful fish so he wants to 

draw some, and take home some pictures of unusual sea 

creatures. He and his family also want to swim at the 

centre afterwards. 
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8 

Josh is interested in tiny sea animals, 

and wants to actually handle them and 

learn what conditions they need to 

live in. 

He’d also enjoy seeing a feeding 

session for the larger creatures. 

 

 

9 

Harry is interested in creatures living in cold 

climates, and how they find food. He’d like to create 

something for his art homework too, and learn about 

photographing underwater wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

10 

Samantha would love to swim with fish 

at the centre. She’d also like to learn 

about a range of sea environments, and 

about unusual creatures living at the 

bottom of our oceans. 
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Centres 

A 

Goldenwave 

Come and see the variety of warm sea 

environments at this centre – and 

creatures so small you might not have 

noticed them living on the beach, or 

the most beautiful fish living in our 

oceans. Bring your camera and learn to 

take the best photos ever! 

 

E 

Brightworld 

Many creatures here are normally 

found in environments with low 

temperatures, such as our big group of 

penguins. Come and see our amazing 

displays of photos showing these birds 

diving for their supper! There are also 

short talks on using your camera for 

great shots of fish, and painting 

sessions, too. 

B 

Rockwater 

We have sea creatures from both warm 

and cooler waters in our huge glass 

tanks. You can even go into the water 

in one, accompanied by staff – ask at 

the desk! We’ve also got fish that are 

rarely seen, as they’re normally found 

in the very deepest water on our planet. 

No photography is allowed. 

 

F 

Marine Life 

Keen to protect our oceans? Come and 

see the work we’re doing – there are 

presentations about it every hour. For 

example, we try to help shark numbers 

worldwide remain at healthy levels. 

And visit our amazing rock pool 

displays full of tiny creatures, typical 

of ones that make their homes near the 

sea just metres away! 

C 

Splashdown 

Perfect for family fun – our tropical 

swimming pool that’s only divided 

from the penguins next door by a wall 

of glass! See them swimming in their 

pool while you’re in yours! And don’t 

miss their mealtimes - watch as they 

dive for their food.  

G 

Oceanwatch 

The focus is on science here – there are 

films throughout the day about oceans 

around the world and the 

environmental problems facing marine 

wildlife. There’s plenty to learn, and 

lots of souvenirs to buy! Free 

brochures full of information. 
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D 

Waterpool 

We’ve got some of the rarest fish in 

the world, and the most beautiful. See 

the clown fish with its bright yellow 

and white stripes! Cameras aren’t 

allowed, but amazing professional 

pictures are available in our shop. 

Then once you’ve seen everything, 

relax in our fantastic warm pool – 

strictly for humans! 

H 

Waterlife 

See some of the smallest sea life such 

as shrimps and starfish at our rock pool 

display - and even pick them up! Find 

out how clean sea water is essential to 

these creatures, and the effects of 

pollution. And don’t miss watching the 

penguins and seals have their lunch – 

that’s really popular! 

 

III. Read the text and questions below. For each question (11 – 15), mark the correct 

letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet. 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

     
 

Water-skiing barefoot 

by Dan Thomas 

Have you ever been barefoot water-skiing? It’s just like normal water-skiing, being 

pulled along behind a boat at 40 mph – but without any skis! It sounds scary but it’s 

amazing! My cousin used to take me water-skiing, and that’s where I first learnt to 

stand up and balance. But I moved on to barefooting when I did it for a laugh with 

some mates. And I loved it!  

Barefoot water-skiing is one of the most popular watersports there is – to watch, 

anyway! When someone jumps really high and then lands, it’s awesome. And you 

don’t need expensive stuff like boards, although a wetsuit’s a good idea. But catching 

your toes on things in the lake can hurt. I guess you can’t help getting water up your 

nose when you start learning, too, as you have to lie almost flat in the water before 

you pull yourself up – but it’s OK. 

Now I’m experienced, I’ve learnt not to attempt new moves in rough water as it never 

goes well. Instead, I make sure I limit myself to skiing directly behind the boat, 
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where the water’s calmer. I ask the boat drivers to warn me about big waves coming, 

although they can’t always see them. 

Finding time to practise regularly is hard as I’m still at school – but then it’s not as if 

I’m into winning prizes and stuff. But if I want to learn a new move, I need to repeat 

it over and over, and that’s not easy in winter when it’s cold. Lots of skiers say they’ll 

continue during cold weather, but not many do. So I’m often the only one out on the 

lake! 

 

11.  What is Dan trying to do in this text about barefoot water-skiing? 

A.   explain why he’s determined to become a champion. 

B.   convince people that his sport is both safe and easy. 

C.   suggest the best ways to begin learning his sport. 

D.   describe what he does to get better at his sport. 

 

12.  Dan started barefoot water-skiing when 

A.   he tried it out just for fun. 

B.   he realised how easy it was to do. 

C.   he was taught how to do it by his cousin. 

D.   he was persuaded by friends to have a go. 

 

13.  What does Dan think are the disadvantages of barefoot water-skiing? 

A.   Although not much equipment is needed, it isn’t cheap. 

B.   If your feet hit something in the water, it’s painful. 

C.   If you start in the wrong position, you breathe in water. 

D.   Although you jump higher without skis, it’s harder to land. 

 

14.  How does Dan feel about skiing in rough water? 

A.   confident that his boat drivers will keep him safe. 

B.   annoyed about having to ski inside a limited area. 

C.   unwilling to try anything he hasn’t practised before. 

D.   certain of his ability to handle difficult conditions. 
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15.  What might Dan write to a friend about his barefoot water-skiing? 

A B 

 

I’m one of the few people who 

avoids going once the weather gets 

a bit colder! 

The boat travels along in the water 

at quite a speed, but it’s not as 

frightening as you’d think! 

 

C D 

It’s just a shame more people don’t 

enjoy going to see this fantastic water 

sport.  

If I can fit enough practice of the 

sport in with my studies, I’m hoping 

to win a prize. 

 

 

  

  

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 
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    7 – 8-е классы                                             
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USE OF ENGLISH 

TIME: 30 MIN. 

I. Read the text below and choose the correct word (A, B, C or D) for each space (1 - 

10). Example:  

 

0 

 

Answer: A 

 

 

WATER 

 

You’re thirsty and you (0) ............yourself a glass of water. Do you ever (1) ............  

how old that water really is? The glass of water that you’re (2) ............ to drink may 

have fallen from the sky as rain only last week. However, water itself has been 

around pretty much as (3) ............ as the earth has! In fact, (4) ............ oceans, seas 

and rivers cover 70% of the earth, there is a (5) ............ supply of water, which keeps 

on moving round the earth. This is (6) ............ of what’s known as the water cycle. 

The sun heats up water and it turns into clouds, which are (7) ............ from water 

vapour. When the clouds become (8) ............ , the water falls back onto the earth as 

rain. Of course, clean water is absolutely essential for good health. The amount of 

safe drinking water has gone up around the world, but (9) ............ one billion people 

still lack easy (10) ............ to clean water. 

A. get B. help C. have D. give 
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1 A) decide B) enquire C) wonder D) suggest 

2 A) around B) ahead C) along D) about 

3 A) soon B) far C) early D) long 

4 A) unless B) although C) until D) despite 

5 A) limited B) narrow C)  slim D) lacking 

6 A) except B) due C) because D) instead 

7 A) risen B) formed C) raised D) found 

8 A) strong B) heavy C) complete D) broad 

9 A) mostly B) particularly C) approximately D) totally 

10 A) access B) admission C) entry D) contact 

 

II. Here are some sentences about going to see a comedy film. For each question (11 

- 15), complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first. Use no 

more than three words. Write only the missing words on your answer sheet. You may 

use this page for any rough work. 

 

Example: 0. A new comedy film came to our local cinema last week. 

There was a new comedy film ........................ our local cinema last week. 

Answer: 0 at 

 

11.  

My mum gave me some money to go and see the film. 

I was .......................... some money by my mum to go and see the film. 

 

12.  

I asked my friend Jack if he wanted to go to the cinema with me. 

‘Do .......................... to go to the cinema with me, Jack?’ I asked. 

 

13.  

We bought some chocolate to eat during the film. 

We bought some chocolate to eat while we ....................... watching the film. 

 

14.  

I’ve never seen such a funny film. 

It was the ...................... film I’ve ever seen. 

 

15.  

I prefer comedy films to science fiction. 

I’d rather watch comedy films ..................... science fiction. 

 

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 

  7 – 8-е классы                               

 

WRITING 

TIME: 60 MIN.  

 

TASK. Your school authorities are greatly concerned about students’ motivation and 

results. In order to increase academic achievements they decided to introduce a 

REWARD SCHEME in your school, following the positive experience of St. Luke’s 

School in Bristol, The UK and St. Mary’s School in Florida, The USA.  A contest of 

REPORTS with the best suggestions has recently been announced. Your Head 

teacher asked you to participate in the contest and submit a REPORT on an effective 

REWARD SCHEME.  

Step 1. Study the information about the REWARD SCHEME S in St. Luke’s School 

and St. Mary’s School.   

St. Luke’s School St. Mary’s School 

11 thousand pounds to A-students for 

getting excellent exam results. 

500 pounds to each student who got into 

university. 

20 pounds for achieving your personal 

target grade.  

Homework scheme via the Internet 

For doing homework during summer 

holidays schoolchildren get prizes: 

Aged 6 to 10 – get a bicycle 

Aged 11 to 14 – get a hundred dollars 

Aged 15 – 18 – get a laptop  
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Step 2. Make a draft of your REPORT according to a plan (use the prompts): 

- Introduction  

(PROMPT: The aim of this report is to address the problems related to … / 

The suggestions outlined below are supposed to …) 

- Current situation / Main problems 

- Recommendations / Suggestions 

- Conclusion  

(PROMPT: The three measured suggested here will require some financial expenses 

by the school authorities. However, I feel that were they to be implemented, there 

would be a noticeable improvement in …) 

 

Step 3. Write a REPORT on an effective REWARD SCHEME for your school. 

 

In your REPORT you should: 

 

1. Follow the plan. Use the headings suggested.  

2. Express your original ideas.  

3. Make at least three suggestions.  

4. Use neutral or formal style.  

5. Write 200 – 250 words. 

 

 

TRANSFER YOUR ANSWER TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 



Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 
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7 – 8-е классы 

 

ОТВЕТЫ 

KEYS 

 

 

  

LISTENING    

1 governess 

2 son 

3 marry  

4 chemistry 

5 1911 

6 thirteen / 13  

7 1988 

8 back 

9 eleven / 11 

10 seven / 7  

11 sock 

12 odds 

13 genius 

14 successful  

15 three hundred / 300 

USE OF 

ENGLISH 

1 C 

2 D 

3 D 

4 B 

5 A 

6 C 

7 B 

8 B 

9 C 

10 A 

11 given 

12 you want 

13 were 

14 funniest 

15 than 

READING 

 

1 B 

2 C 

3 C 

4 B 

5 A 

6 F 

7 D 

8 H 

9 E 

10 B 

11 D 

12 A 

13 B 

14 C 

15 B 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 

9 – 11-е классы 

Participant’s ID number 

         

LISTENING  

Time: 15 minutes 

Task 1. Look at the paintings (A - D). Listen to three people talking about these 

paintings at an art exhibition. Number the pictures in order you hear them 

being discussed (1 - 4). You will hear the recording TWICE.  

 

 

 

B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

 

 

C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number 1 2 3 4 

Painting      
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Task 2.  Read the definitions of creativity given below. Listen to Mike, Tom and 

Ruth talking about creativity in their lives. Match the definitions (5 -7) to the 

speakers A – Mike, B – Tom and C – Ruth. You will hear the recording ONCE. 

 

 

 Definition of creativity Speaker  

 

5 

 

To be truly creative you have to be original; to do something in a 

completely new way.  

 

 

 

6 

 

Being creative is about using your imagination to do anything. 

Everyone is creative in different ways.  

 

 

 

7 

 

Being creative means creating works of art: painting, music, poetry 

and so on.  

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3.  Match each summary of the speech (8 -10) to the speakers A – Mike, B – 

Tom and C – Ruth. 

 

 Summary  Speaker  

 

8 

 

Playing games is an effective way to develop imagination. 
 

 

9 

 

Hobbies help to create original presents for your friends.  
 

 

10 

 

You should try to be creative even doing routine things.  
 

 

 

You now have 20 seconds to complete your listening task. 

 

This is the end of the listening task. 

 

 

 

 

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 

9 – 11-е классы 

 

Participant’s ID number 

         

 

READING 

TIME: 60 MIN. 

I. You are going to read an extract from a novel about an American teenager called 

Sandy, who is on a skiing trip. For questions 1 - 7, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) 

which you think fits best according to the text. 
 

'How did I ever manage to get myself into this?' Sandy wondered aloud and 

then groaned, although no one was there to hear her. She looked down again from the 

top of the slope and quickly shut her eyes to block cut the sight. 

'Help!' she said pleadingly in barely more than a whisper with her eyes still closed. 

'Michael? Anyone? Please, oh please... somebody help me out of this mess!' She was 

louder the second time, but without anyone nearby to respond - not even Michael, her 

best friend - it did little to resolve her present dilemma. 

At thirteen, short-haired Sandy was quite tall for her age, but thin, which only 

gave her an appearance of greater height. At the moment, she was dressed in a 

colorful, thick winter jacket that had a bold bright pink and white design sweeping 

across a purple background. Her smooth water-repellent pants were the same purple 

color as her jacket - it was obviously a fashionable, co-ordinated outfit. Warm dark 

purple gloves covered her hands, and her attire was topped off - literally - with a 

purple ski hat, scarf and stylish ski goggles. If anyone had been around to see her, 

dressed the way she was, she would have been clearly visible from a long distance 

away against the almost solid white backdrop of snow surrounding her. 

Sandy opened her eyes and glanced again at the sign posted near her at the top 

of the slope: it was triple diamond slope, an expert-level ski run. How had she ended 

up there? She reproached herself that Michael had at least shown enough sense to 
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get off the ski lift at an earlier opportunity to go down a more moderate slope. 

Absorbed by the view from near the top of the Sierra Nevada Mountain range in the 

Lake Tahoe area - shared between California on the west side of the range and 

Nevada on the east - she had foolishly decided to ride the lift up a little further and 

had found herself facing this ski slope, one that was well above her slightly more than 

beginner-level skier abilities. 

Sandy sighed deeply, tightly gripped her ski poles in her gloved hands, pointed 

her skis straight, and pushed back on the poles in her hands enough to cause herself to 

inch forward as all other avenues seemed to be closed to her. Once more than half of 

the length of her skis was sticking out into the air - only their back ends were still 

making contact with the snow at the slope's top - her balance began shifting forward, 

her skis followed, and she found herself rapidly picking up speed as she headed 

straight down the excessively challenging slope. 

'How am I supposed to slow down?' Sandy shouted, but with the wind 

whipping by and the trees rushing past on either side of her, she could hardly hear 

herself. Everything she had learned about skiing in the previous two days seemed to 

have faded from her mind. Concentrating only on maintaining her balance, she kept 

her skis pointed straight downhill, which unfortunately only made her pick up more 

speed on the steep, icy slope. 

'Simone would know how to ski expertly down this slippery slope', Sandy 

thought as she tried to imagine herself as Simone, international spy and heroine of the 

Simone LeClerc adventure series that Sandy loved to read. Coming up ahead of her, 

Sandy saw the ski lift which Michael had gotten off earlier. She desperately hoped 

she would find her friend among the skiers and snowboarders waiting there and she 

would be able to stop. 

1 What is the writer's purpose in the first paragraph? 

 

A to explain why Sandy was in this difficult situation. 

B to give relevant details of Sandy's character. 

C to introduce the fact that Sandy was facing a challenge. 

D to describe how Sandy was planning to solve a problem. 
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2 What does the writer suggest about Sandy's clothes? 

A They made it unlikely that she would be spotted. 

B She was wearing them because she belonged to a skiing team. 

C They were too heavy for the conditions. 

D She had chosen them with care. 

 

3 The writer says that Sandy ‘reproached herself’ to show that she 

A felt sorry for herself. 

B was annoyed with herself. 

C was angry with Michael. 

D was worried about Michael. 

 

4 Why did Sandy start skiing down the slope? 

A She began moving by accident. 

B She thought it was the only option she had. 

C She didn't realise how fast she would have to go. 

D She didn't want to admit it was too difficult for her. 

 

5 How did Sandy try to cope as she skied down the slope? 

A She focused on staying upright. 

B She asked if anyone could help her. 

C She did her best to reach the bottom quickly. 

D She remembered advice from her skiing lessons. 

 

6 What is the reason why Sandy happened to be so high on the slope? 

A She saw a special sign and decided to go there.  

B She did not want to ride a lift up further, it happened by mistake.  

C Being an experienced skier, she wanted to challenge herself.  

D She made up her mind to admire the landscape from the height.  

 

7 What do we learn about Sandy in the final paragraph? 

A She is an adventurous person. 

B She prefers books to sport. 

C She admires a character from fiction. 

D She wishes she skied better than Simone. 
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II. You are going to read an article about a schoolboy who has come up with a clever 

invention. Eight sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the 

sentences A - I the one which fits each gap (8 - 15). There is ONE EXTRA sentence 

which you do not need to use. 

Young Inventor 

Tim Freeman was just twelve years old when he came up with a revolutionary idea 

that would make school buses more energy efficient. (8._____). Five years later, the 

schoolboy finally saw his dream come true. 

It all began when Tim did a short summer course on aerodynamics, the study of the 

movement of air around objects. (9.____ ).  He realised that the perfect candidate was 

his school bus. It had a very square front which meant it did not use petrol efficiently, 

only travelling 3 km per litre, compared to a private car that can average about 8.5 

km per litre. He decided it was high time the vehicle was improved. 

After thinking about it for a while, Tim came up with the idea of attaching a large 

piece of strong transparent plastic to the front of the vehicle, covering the windscreen. 

It would help redirect the flow of air around the bus and thus make it move forwards 

more easily. (10.____ ). At least, that was the theory. 

While his science teachers loved the idea, Tim needed to find enough money to build 

a model and test it. (11. ____ ). Helped by his older sister Alice, he managed to 

obtain a grant from an organisation that helps young people develop new ideas. 

Over the next year Tim used the money to build a small-scale model of his invention. 

He did tests on it by attaching it to a mini toy school bus and seeing how it performed 

in a little wind tunnel he built in his garage. (12. ___ ). Because of this he knew he 

now needed to step it up and create a life-sized version that could be put to the test on 

a real bus. 

By the time Tim was fifteen, he had set up a team of young engineers like himself, 

and been helped by his sister and his local community to obtain another grant to 

develop his idea further. While Tim and his team were able to build the initial 

versions, they soon realised that they needed some expert help to really get going. 

(13. ___ ). The person who volunteered was the one who had inspired Tim to start 

thinking about the project in the first place. She had taught him on the summer course 

when he was twelve. (14. ___ ).  

The final version of Tim's invention looks rather different from his original idea. 

Instead of a transparent piece of plastic that covers the windscreen of the bus, it is a 
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smooth ramp-shaped 'hat' that gets fixed to the roof of the bus.  (15.___). In tests 

done on virtual and real roads  it has helped increase the efficiency of school bus fuel 

use by 10 - 20%. Maybe this ingenious device will eventually help other buses and 

even cars become more fuel-efficient!  

A So they began writing to local universities to see if anyone would provide the 

advice and knowledge they needed.  

B This made it clear to them that the whole idea would not work out.  

C This prompted him to look for a way to use what he had learned.  

D The data from these were good and his idea was looking promising.  

E He knew that was the only way to see if his design really worked.  

F This design provides the same benefits but costs less to manufacture and 

install. 

G In this way, the bus would become more energy efficient.  

H This would not only save money, but also help the environment. 

I Along with two of her engineering students she worked with Tim through the 

summer to finally help him realise his dream. 

 

III. You are going to read a magazine article about the study experiences of various 

students. For questions 16 - 25, choose from the people (A - D). The people may be 

chosen more than once. 

 

Which person   

has changed courses? 

 
16 

 

is dedicated to their subject? 

 
17 

 

had lots of family help? 

 
18 

 

was affected by written assessment procedures? 

 
19 

 

enjoyed travelling with friends before university? 

 
20 

 

had prior work experience which helped them? 

 
21 

 

had accommodation to himself / herself? 

 
22 

 

is enthusiastic about studying more? 

 
23 

 

has nearly finished their degree? 

 
24 

 

gets some kind of financial aid from outside the family? 

 
25 
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Student Lives 

A. DAVID 

After completing A levels, I went on to university and studied mathematics, which I 

thoroughly enjoyed. I finished a four-year degree course, then got straight onto an 

MA programme. However, as I couldn’t secure financial backing, I did this part-time 

and worked to support myself. After that, I worked for a data-processing company 

and was involved in statistical analysis work. I regret not being able to do a doctorate, 

but there’s the constraint of finances. My parents are putting my younger sister 

through university now, so I can hardly expect them to pay for me again. We’ll see 

what the future brings, because I’d jump at the chance to pursue further studies. At 

the moment, I’m exploring other avenues. There’s always the hope of getting 

sponsorship from my employers, particularly if they can see it as an investment. I 

think that I was born to study Maths and all I’d really want to do is further and deeper 

research in this field, especially pure mathematics. For me, the world we live in is all 

based on numbers, and numbers hold the key to many of life’s seemingly 

inexplicable mysteries. 

B. TINA 

I’m currently in my second year of Hotel and Tourism Studies, which will eventually 

lead to a bachelor’s degree. I came onto the course form after doing A levels. Well, to 

tell you the truth, the beginning was far more difficult than I had imagined it would 

be. There was just so much work and also stressful deadlines for all the assignments. 

As for the exams, I used to get very nervous and irritable beforehand. Looking back, I 

must have been a real pain to my flatmates, but then again, we were all in the same 

boat. It was such a relief to find out that I’d got through the first year successfully. 

Initially, I’d chosen Management Studies, I transferred after the first two months. I 

needed something more interesting, something that would suit my personality better. 

I’ve got another year to go, but after I’ve graduated it’s going to be work, as I need to 

start bringing in my own money as quickly as possible to pay back my loans. Living 

on government financing can be difficult, because the money doesn’t come to you 

every month, but as three cheques during the year - which I normally go through very 

quickly. Wish me good luck!  
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C. MARK 

 

My route to university was different from the conventional one, as I’d left school at 

sixteen with only a few O levels. After working in a number of jobs for the next 

seven years, ranging from office clerk and accounting assistant to library helper, I 

decided that I wanted to get onto a university course. The main reason for doing this, 

I suppose, was to try to improve my quality of life. I applied to several institutions 

which were offering foundation courses. I had an interview and finally managed to 

get onto a BSc Computing course. I did have some experience with computers, which 

was considered a plus. It was very hard at first because I felt different from the other 

students, who were all about nineteen years old. But once the work got going, I soon 

became too involved to think about that. Now, I’ve only one term left before I 

graduate and I’m really excited about it. I’m confident that my chances of finding 

better employment will be much higher as soon as I’m qualified. I definitely 

recommend becoming a mature student. It’s never too late if you have the willpower. 

 

D. COLIN 

 

I took a year out before starting university because I wanted to see some of the world 

with my friends. Five of us backpacked around Europe and it was a mega-experience. 

After I had got that out of my system, I started a BA in English Literature and found 

it gripping from day one. I studied a lot, probably because I was living alone. OK, 

there were some parties, but on the whole I worked hard. It was an amazing time and 

after graduation, I applied to do a master’s degree. I’ve just started my dissertation, 

but that’s going to take at least a year. After that, if all goes well, I might apply to do 

a doctorate, but it all comes down to money. I suppose I should really concentrate on 

looking for a job now, as I’ve run up a few debts. My parents were great and gave me 

all the necessary moral and financial support to help me get this far. I’m really 

grateful to them and they are very proud of me. 

 

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку 2018 / 2019 

муниципальный этап 
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Participant’s ID number 

         

 

USE OF ENGLISH  

TIME: 45 MIN. 

I. For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) 

best fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning. Example:  

0 - Answer: A A. swapped В. varied C. replaced D. differed 

 

Ballet dancer by chance 

After five years of karate lessons, Hans Jensen, 13, (0) ___ his black belt for ballet 

shoes. Hans (1) ____ his first public performance only a year ago when he danced in 

'The Nutcracker' with the local dance school. Hans's mother said 'He was actually 

helping (2) ___ his little sister. She was very shy on stage until her brother was given 

a small part as a soldier. Hans enjoyed it so much that he (3) ___ himself in ballet 

classes.' 

Hans has already (4) ___  attention in the ballet world and recently won a scholarship 

to join the Royal Ballet School. He loves it there and is working hard to increase his 

(5) ___ of dance steps. ‘I want to become stronger, (6) ___ experience and learn as 

much as I can,' he said. 

His teacher, Yevgen Gregorevic, who has danced professionally in a variety of lead 

(7) ___ , said, 'Hans has natural ability and always works hard.' Hans has (8) ___ 

himself the goal of one day dancing for the Bolshoi Ballet. 
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1 A. gave B. showed C. put D. passed 

2 A. in B. out C. off D. on 

3 A. enrolled B. admitted C. entered  D. introduced 

4 A. paid B. achieved C. taken D. attracted 

5 A. range  B. volume  C. total D. scale  

6 A. collect  B. raise C. add D. gain 

7 A. posts B. jobs C. roles  D. places 

8 A. set B. thought C. decided D. put 

 

II. For questions 9 - 16, read the text below and think of ONE word which best 

fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0). Answer: its 

Camels 

The most distinctive feature of a camel is the hump, or humps, on (0) ____  back. In 

these humps camels store fat (9) ___ is used as energy when they don't have access to 

food. They can put (10) ___ with very difficult conditions, drinking only a little 

(11) ___ no water for up to seven days. When they reach a place where they can 

drink, they soak up water (12) ___ a sponge - they can drink 135 litres in 13 minutes! 

And their mouths are (13) ___ tough that they can eat most types of plant. 

Camels (14) ___ thought by many to have poor hearing. But although their ears are 

small, their hearing is actually very sharp. Camels can be almost any shade of brown, 

from pale cream to almost black and they have long necks to allow them to reach 

high branches. Despite the (15) ___ that camels can be trained as useful working 

animals, they don't always do (16) ___ is expected! 
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III. For questions 17 - 25, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at 

the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. 

Playing Chess 

Have you ever played chess? Some say you need to be very 

(17) … to play it well but it is quite easy to learn.  

I started learning when I was only six years old and it 

helped me develop my powers of (18)…. 

If you want to achieve (19) … as a chess player, the main 

requirement is an ability to analyse a situation (20) … 

Chess even helped me find various (21) … to the 

mathematical problems I was given for homework.  

At first, one of my big problems was not having enough 

(22) …. Learning chess at school taught me the importance 

of waiting to make the right move! My teacher was critical 

of my tendency not to think (23) … before making a move. 

I discovered that every single error in chess gets instant 

(24) … enabling your opponent to take control and putting 

you at great (25) … in the game. 

 

 

 

17. SKILL 

 

 

 

18. CONCENTRATE 

 

19. SUCCEED 

 

20. EFFECTIVE 

 

21. SOLVE 

 

 

 

 

 

22. PATIENT 

 

 

 

23. CARE 

 

 

 

24. PUNISH 

 

25. ADVANTAGE 

 

  

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET 
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WRITING 

TIME: 60 MIN  

Task. Your favourite English-language magazine is running a series of articles on the 

notion of CHANGE. The editor has asked readers to write articles describing 

different kinds of change and their impact on human life. You should also share your 

personal experience of change. The article is supposed to answer the question in the 

headline “Are the changes always for the better”. You have decided to submit an 

article on this topic.  

Step 1. Look at the photos illustrating different kinds of change.  

Step 2. Plan what you are going to write, using the outline of the article: 

- Introduction (state the problem) 

- Description of different kinds of change (use the photos)  

- More examples of change (2 – 3 examples in addition to the photos) 

- Your personal experience of change (1 significant change, give details) 

- Your personal attitude to the situation described (your feelings) 

- Conclusion (answer the main question) 

Step 3. Write your article with the headline “Are the changes always for the better?” 

In your article you should: 

1) Follow the outline. Use the headline suggested. 

2) Make your target reader interested (describe feelings and emotions; provide plenty 

of detail; use emphatic grammar structures).  

3) Make sure that your article is a meaningful whole and your ideas are linked 

logically. 

4) Use neutral style.   

5)  Write 200 – 250 words.  
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CAREER 

CHANGE 

CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

IMAGE  

CHANGE 

POLITICAL 

CHANGE 
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КЛЮЧИ / KEYS  

I. LISTENING   

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

B C A D B C A C A B 

 

       

  II. READING 

 1 C 

2 D 

3 B 

4 B 

5 A 

6 D 

7 C 

8 H 

9 C 

10 G 

11 E 

12 D 

13 A 

14 I 

15 F 

16 B 

17 A 

18 D 

19 B 

20 D 

21 C 

22 D 

23 A 

24 C 

25 B 

III. USE OF ENGLISH 

1 A 

2 B 

3 A 

4 D 

5 A 

6 D 

7 C 

8 A 

9 which / that 

10 up 

11 or 

12 like 

13 so 

14 are 

15 fact 

16 what 

17 SKILFUL 

18 CONCENTRATION 

19 SUCCESS 

20 EFFECTIVELY 

21 SOLUTIONS 

22 PATIENCE 

23 CAREFULLY 

24 PUNISHMENT 

25 DISADVANTAGE 


